Karl Trautmanr

Taxes:
It’s about
who pays

A few weeks ago, I moder-
ated a Sun Journal debate
in Lewiston on the tax-cap

jnitiative. There were many .

good questions asked by the
citizens who attended. But
there was one that stuck in
my mind: “If Palesky fails,
what issues will be mandated
to quell the extreme frustra-
tion of the Maine taxpaye &

This question was signifi-
cant because it directly ad-
dressed some of the strong
emotions that have been
brought up around this ini-
tiative. And I believe that
exploring these emotions is
where you will find the es-
sence of the debate.

The strongest emotions
come from the people who
fear they will lose their job.
The opponents claim that
minicipalities will be forced
to cut essential services. Li-
brarians, schiool employees,
firefighters and police offi-
cers will be laid off if the ini-
tiative passes. The interest
group, Citizens United To
Protect Our Public Safety,
Schools and Communities,
claims that the initiative
. will cost local government at
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least $530 million a year in
revenues. The city of Lewis-
ton estimates that it would
lose $19 million to $25 million
per year in property tax rev-
enue. The city of Auburn es-
timates it would lose $27 mil-
lion per year in property tax
revenue.

There are also intense feel-
ings of helplessness as prop-
erty taxes continue to rise in
many parts of the state. Some
senior citizens face a choice
between selling their hous-
es or getting by with less in
order to pay their property
taxes.

The interest group Tax Cap
YES! points out that property
taxes in Maine are the highest
in the nation as a percentage
of personal income. The mill
rate for Lewiston is $27.70,
while it is $29.38 for Auburn.
The tax cap would roll it back
to 10 mills or 1 percent of value
plus the cost of allowable debt.

Unfortunately for the pro-
ponents, I believe Palesky will
be defeated. Why? Because the
fear of job loses will outweigh
the anger over increasing
property taxes. Having a job
is one of the most fundamen-
tal concerns that a person has.

‘Moreover, a public sector job
is often more stable than a job
in the private sector and can
provide health insurance.

As of Sept. 30, $876,000 has
been raised to defeat the tax
cap. The proponents have
raised only $460,000. More-
over, most of the money raised
since July has been by the op-
position. This shows that the
momentum is with the oppo-
sition.

Back to the debate question
over taxpayer anger. Howev-
er, instead of answering the
query, I suggest changing
the target. How about a new
question? This time directed
toward private businesses

SEE INSIDE PaGe D4




